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Diary Dates for Autumn 2015 

These dates are provisional and may be subject to change.
Welcome back after a lovely Summer break. This term our topic will be called ‘Go the Extra Mile Along the River Nile’; this incorporates several areas including the Ancient Egyptians, work around the journey of a martial arts trained cat in the story of ‘Varjak Paw’ and an emphasis on the higher expectations required in upper Key Stage 2. We have lots of exciting things planned for this term including a musical performance and school sleepover. We hope that you can join us for many of the events that we have organised and that you can put some of the dates in your diary already from the list below.
Year 5 Egyptian Drama Day

On Friday 2nd October, the Partake Theatre Company will be coming into school to deliver drama activities about the Ancient Egyptians to the children in Year 5. We have taken part in this drama day before and it was a very worthwhile and educational experience. The cost for this day and a letter will follow shortly with further details. 
Year 6 will not be taking part in this activity, although pupils who are not attending the Year 6 residential trip are invited to take part if they would like to.
France Residential for Year 6
The residential visit to France for Year 6 will take place on week commencing 16th November 2015. Further information about this trip will be following shortly. 
Other Dates for your diary:

· School sleepover 23rd October.

· Harvest at Christchurch 6th October.
· School photographs 19th October.

· School disco 21st October.
· Christingle 14th December.
· Bag packing at Morrisons 23rd December.
Homework

Children in Year 5 and 6 will be given homework on a weekly basis. The homework is designed to support and assess the work that they complete in school. Homework will consist of the following
· Spelling: weekly spellings to learn and apply in written work with a weekly test. These will be accompanied by weekly lessons on spelling strategies. Spelling lists will normally be handed out on a Monday with a test on a Friday. This is an important part of the curriculum particularly due to the nature of national tests that children complete each year and therefore it is expected that all children will endeavour to complete this task to the best of their abilities.
· Reading: all children will be expected to read on a daily basis and record this in their reading diaries which will be checked on a regular basis. Books are provided in each class and from the school library for children to borrow and they are free to read books of their own choosing. This will be supported by a reading challenge competition in class.
· Times tables: it is expected that children should know their times tables up to 12 already to ensure that they can access their work in the classroom for their age and ability. Practising on a regular basis will support this and this is part of the homework that children should undertake every week supported by regular tests in class.

· Literacy/Mathematics/Topic Homework: Children will be provided with a weekly piece of homework on one or a combination of these subjects. Dates for handing in homework will be given to children which they can write in their homework diaries. All children will be provided with homework folders to keep their sheets of homework in. Pupils will also be provided with an Egyptian homework challenge to go that extra mile along the River Nile by completing 3 pieces of homework each half term. (3 before October half term and 3 before Christmas). Each homework challenge is rewarded in different ways and this will be handed out in the first couple of days.
PE

Indoor PE will take place on a Tuesday afternoon for Year 5. Children should wear a t-shirt that is white or of their team colour and black shorts. 

Outdoor PE will take place on a Thursday afternoon. Children should wear a t-shirt of their team colour, shorts/tracksuit bottoms and outdoor shoes/trainers (these should not be their school shoes). 

It is recommended that children bring their PE kit to school every Monday and take it home on a Friday as PE sessions can also take place at any time during the week.

Swimming

Year 6 will start swimming sessions on Friday 11th September, leaving school at 10am and returning at 11:30am. 
Year 5 will not take part in swimming until the Spring Term. 

SAT’s Week

Although this does not take place until the Summer Term, we thought it might be useful for you to have the dates of the SAT’’s tests for Year 6 for 2016. Key Stage 2 Test Week takes place from 9th – 12th May 2016. Further information about this week will be given to you as soon as we have it.
Thursday “Stay and Play” Session for Parents

Every Thursday morning you are invited to come into class with your child to join in with the activities they are doing or to have a look through the work they have completed in class. This session will run from 8.40am until 9am, although you are welcome to stay for Literacy until 10am afterwards as well if you would like. This gives you an opportunity to share some class time with your child and for them to share what they have been doing in class through looking at books or displays. We hope you can join us if you have the time.

If you have any questions please feel free to ask your class teacher before or after school or make an appointment with the office.

If you would like to support any of the events in school or in class then please see Miss Barratt as you would be more than welcome. We are currently looking for volunteers to read with Year 5 and 6 in the afternoons.
Thank you for your continued support, it is very much appreciated.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World





Science: Properties and changes of materials (linked to pyramid building), light (cats eyes).


History: Ancient Egypt and present day Egypt


Geography: Study the location of Egypt and why people in the past and present choose to live there. Study native animals and habitats


DT: Ancient Egyptian death masks, pyramids and Canopic jars.











Numeracy, Reasoning and Problem Solving














Number and place value,


Multiplication and division, 


decimals, percentages and their equivalents to fractions, mental addition and subtraction, 


written addition and subtraction, 


problem solving, reasoning and algebra,


measurement, 


geometry and properties of shape, 


fractions, ratio and proportion.





Communication, Language and Literacy


Varjak Paw by S.F.Said


Diaries, newspaper reports, arguments, character studies, poetry, drama


To learn about Egyptian writing and communication.


Year 6 will be learning French and Spanish this year.


Year 5 will be learning Spanish.











Personal, Social and Emotional Development


New beginnings, say no to bullying and making and keeping friends. 











Creative Development





Art: Ancient Egyptian death masks, black and white artwork based upon the novel Varjak Paw.


Egyptian patterns and jewellery.


Music: Musical tuition from external provider.


Musical production: Joseph





Physical Development


Year 5: Dance, apparatus, rugby and football.


Year 6: Swimming, rugby and football.





Science: Light and sound, properties and changes of materials. 








ICT: Make a holiday film/tv programme about Egypt.


Creating blogs and podcasts about our work.


Multimedia presentations and research about Egypt. 





R.E.: Teachings Wisdom and Authority, Christmas.











Partake Ancient Egyptian drama activity day for Year 5


Residential to France for Year 6.











