Welcome to our Developing Early Writing Meeting

A quick test  for you……
[bookmark: _GoBack]What does this say		
ghoti	


fish
gh – f - tough
o – i - women
ti- sh – nation
ghoughpteighbteau

p – hiccough
0 – though
T – ptomaine
A – neigh
T – debt
0 - bureau
scribble – mark making  -  to scribe – to write
Cavemen had no written language communicated through little pictures
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Case study

The quality of thinking

Louis (4 years 5 months) has drawn two pictures:
The fish drawing

Louis said ‘| am going to draw a ish’ he drew a fish and carefully coloured itin.

The world drawing

Photograph depicting child's work.
Used withkind permisson.

“This drawing developed as he drew it. It became ‘the world ~and it goes round:. He pointed out his
‘home’ and the ‘nursery’. He talked about the ‘winding route’ between the two. The circles at the

bottom ‘make it go'.
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Photograph depicting child's work.
Used with kind permission.

Atthe beginning of the year his mum expressed concern that he worried about getting things right. He
often drew and then screwed up his drawings and threw them away.

His irst drawing shows that he has the skill to draw a clear representation of afish. The second
sample of mark making shows that Louis has now the confidence to develop his own ideas as he draws.
freely without the restrictions of ‘getting it right’ He is developing his own ideas as he draws and he
expresses them as he does so. In the second drawing he explores bigger concepts as he shows his
thinking in action.

For many aduits the fish drawing may appear to be a more developed example of Loui’s mark making.
The world drawing looks like random scribbles so will be less pleasing to some adults, and yet thi
where we see his thinking. As practitioners we need to understand children's free-flow mark making
and that scribbles are never random. (Matthews, 1999)





